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n the occasion bf its Z5th independence
day will take place at the residence of the
nissioner, ‘“‘Bangladesh House™, 24,
scent, Colombo 7 at 10.00 . m. today.

sident felicitates
Bangladesh

NT Chandrika Bandaranaike
2 in 2 message to Bangladesh President
an Biswas said:

ppy occasion of the National Day of the
ublic of Bangladesh, the people and the
f the Democratic Socialist Republic of
in me in extending to you and to the
ind the people of Bangladesh our war-
ons and good wishes.

incere desire that the close and cordial
ing between our two countries will be
thened and consolidated in the years to

tend, my personal wishes for Your
personal health and happiness and for
| progress and prosperity of the People's
}angladesh.

ept, Excellency, the assurances of my
leration."

eetings to PM

Chandrika Bandaranaike
| in 8 message to Bamgladesh Prime
um Khaleda Zig said:
ccasion of the National Day of the
mblic of Bangladesh, 1 have great
tending our sincere greetings and good
and 1o the people and Government of

Joually close and friendly relations
vo countries are a manifestation of long

ultural ties. The warm gestures of co~

ing the recent years have helped to
is refationship which I am certain will
eoples ir their aspirations to realise
c goals.

pt, Excellency, my best wishes for your
ippicess, and the assurances of my
sration.”,

od wishes from
Kadirgamar

inister Lakshman Kadirgamar in a
wngtadesh Foreign Minister A. S, M,
thman said:

it pleasure in extending to you my
35 and best wishes on the occasion of
Jay of the People's Republic of Ban-

rard with confidence to the further
>f the cordial and friendly relations
ween our two countries in the coming

’t, Excellency, the assurances of my
ration,

rovi Setha 28

96.03.25
Winning Numbers

25 18 30
Prize Structure:
srrectRs. 1,640,346.34
irrectRs. 10,000 30
yrrectRs. 500 1760
yrrectRs. 20 36541

57

wWiILLIRSION ON LOE 1éa ifade and industry, sad Sri
Lanka should increase exports of value<added tea as
prices were higher. This would bring more foreign
exchange to the country and more profits to exposters
and producers.

“Production of value-added teas also helps to
create more jobs in the tea packeting, bagging and
packaging business,” he told Reuters.

Bulk tea prices were lower and also fluctuated,
affecting producers badly, he said.

“Prices of .consumer products like tea packets, bags,
instant tea, and herbal and scented teas fluctuate less
than raw material commodities,” Kelegama said.

Sroalt Sri Lankan tea exporters found it difficult to
break into the consumer products market and com-
pete with established brand names of multinatjonals
who command millions of dollars for advertising
cam paigns, he said.

“Names like Lipton and Brooke Bond have been
household names for geperations,” he said.

Tea experts said there was growing interest in tea,
the market for which is estimated to be around §3

.billion a year, as consumers became more aware of its

health qualities. T

" Kelegania however said he fe!: clirrent ‘high prices
fetched by Sri Lanka could be temporary unless
Russia continued to buy on the same scale as before.

“The general trend is that these is an oversupply of
tea in the world market,” Kelegama said,

“If we can sell direct (o supermarkets that would
solve the problem,” he said. “Profit margins are very
high for bitenders and wholesalers in Europe aed Lhe
United States.”

Tlgel‘s sso Contd. lrom page 1

the exchange will adversely affect residents of the
area.

In another incident, a civilian was reported killed
on Sunday during a skirmish between the Special
Task Force (STF) and Tigers on the Ampara-Bat-
ticaloa road. ‘

A group of terrorists had. fired at the STF
personnel who had effectively retaliated causing the
Tigers to flee. One civilian caught in the crossfire was
‘killed. The STF suffered no casualties.

High standard at A11~Island
Best Speaker contest *95

Galadhari be was picked
Toastmaster of the year

winner Daya Sen-
eviratne while the run-

AHIGH standard was  of each competitor to
maintained at the All- - come-off well with-their
Island Best Speakercon-  delivery of the prepared

test ~ 1995 (English) for
the Bartleet Challenge

and ImMpromptu spee-

" ches. They all gave the

ners-up Michelle Perera
and David Ven Eyck re-
ceived their awards from

“"Trophy ‘at “Tras-Asia—— judgesatatherhardtigie  Mr. . Percy Wick-

Hotel on Sunday even-
ing.

The contest was
presenited © by  the
Colombo Toastmasters
Club in association with
Trans-Asia Hotel and
the ‘Observer’.

There was a close tus-
sle for the honours with
the seven contestants
vying closely with one an
other for the coveted
trophy. A significant
feature of this year's
contest was the keenness

to pick the winper and
the two runners-up, It
was ap  eotertaining
evening. -

The judges of this year
were Dr. Vijaya Corea,
Ms. Shariya de Zoysa,
Lt General Denis
Perera, Mr. Manzoor
Ghouse and  Mrs.
Bamunusinghe.

Mr. Chris Perera,
Director Bartleet Group
of Companies was the
chief guest and gave
away the trophy to the

ramasekera and Mr. S.
Sirikapanathan, Direc-
tor Operations and Legal
Consultant and Director
Financial Consuitant re-
spectively of the As-
sociated Newspapers of
Ceylon Ltd.

Dayan Seneviratne, a
Thomian who won the
coveted award told the
‘Daily News’ that this
was the second time he
was lucky. For it was
only 2 few days ago that
at a similar contest at the

Dayan Seneviratne roooivlng the Bartieet Challengs Trophy from Mr.
Chris Perere, a director of Bartieet Group of Companies at the conclusion
of the All island Best Spsaker Contest 1995 (English) at Trans-Asic Hotel
on Sunday. Senaviratne was the winner out of ssven contestants. The
contest was presented by the Colombo Toastmaster's Club in associa-
tion with Trane-Aala Hotel and the Observer. (Picture by Roland Perera)

.Convent,

and a cassefte recording
of his speech sent to Ma-
sters International,
UsaA. '

At last yesr’s best
speaker contest Sen-
eviratne was the runner-
up. Now I am pglad I
have made it to the fin-
als,” he said.

Seneviratne is a tea
planter. He had taken to
a planting career when
only a teenager. He had
the distinction of being
the youngest superinten-
dent and visiting agent
and the recepient of the
most number of com-
mendation awards by
the then State Planta-
tions Corporation.

A sportsman, Sen-
eviratne plays circket
and badminton and also
takes part in motor rac-
ing. He has raced up
Mahagastoza.

First rupner-up Mi-
chelle Perera works at
TNL Radio and js & past
pupil of Holy Family
_ Bam-~.
balapitiya. She who has
been interested in elocu-
tion and speech and

drama-is -awaiting - &n——F

trance to the univesity
this year.

David Van Eyck is
distsibution manager at
International Irrigation
Management  Institute
and is also a pari-time
news caster on television.
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